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Attached is the final report of the sunset review of the Arizona Commission for Postsecondary 

Education (Commission), which was conducted by the House Education Committee of Reference.  A 

performance audit of the Board was conducted by the Arizona Office of the Auditor General (Report 

No. 17-107). 

 

Pursuant to Title 41, Chapter 27, Arizona Revised Statutes, the Committee of Reference, after 

conducting a sunset review on January 16, 2019, recommends the Arizona Commission for 

Postsecondary Education be continued for eight years until July 1, 2027. 
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COMMITTEE OF REFERENCE (COR) REPORT 

ARIZONA COMMISSION FOR POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION 
 

I. Background 
Executive order established the Commission in 1974 to help provide all Arizona citizens with 

access to postsecondary education in the State. A.R.S. §§15-1851(A) and (B)(1) require that the 

Commission administer grant and loan programs for individuals who attend or will attend 

postsecondary education institutions and provide a forum to public and private institutions for 

discussing issues related to postsecondary education in Arizona. To fulfill its mission (see textbox), 

the Commission oversees the 529 program, operates a grant and student loan program, provides 

information about Arizona’s higher education opportunities to the public, and leads a state-wide 

collaboration to increase Arizona high school students’ participation in higher education. 
 

In accordance with A.R.S. § 41-3019.01, the Commission terminates on July 1, 2019, unless 

legislation is enacted for its continuation. 
 

Pursuant to A.R.S. § 15-1851, the Commission consists of 16 members, 14 of whom are 

appointed by the Governor. These members must be from various educational areas to the 

Commission, such as two members who hold senior executive or managerial positions at one of 

Arizona’s three universities, two members who hold senior executive or managerial positions in 

private postsecondary institutions of higher education licensed and located in Arizona that offer 

vocational education programs, a senior executive from a private postsecondary baccalaureate degree-

granting school, and a senior executive in a community college district with a population less than 

500,000. The remaining two members are the president of the Arizona Board of Regents and the 

Executive Director of the State Board for Private Postsecondary Education.  
 

The Commission receives revenue from various sources, including State General Fund 

appropriations, intergovernmental revenues, and fees. According to the Joint Legislative Budget 

Committee’s (JLBC) FY 2019 Appropriations Report, the Commission's budget includes $4,227,400 

and 5.0 full-time equivalent positions from the Postsecondary Education Fund. 
 

II. Committee of Reference Sunset Review Procedure   
The House Education Committee of Reference conducted one public meeting on Wednesday, 

January 16, 2019, to review the audit report prepared by the Auditor General, evaluate the Board’s 

response to the sunset factors as required by A.R.S. § 41-2954 and receive public testimony. 
   

III. Committee Recommendations   

The COR recommended the Board be continued for eight years until July 1, 2027. 
 

IV. Attachments* 

1. Meeting Notice 

2. Minutes of Committee of Reference 

3. Information registered on the Request to Speak system  

4. Committee attendance record  

5. Auditor General presentation handouts 

6. Commission presentation handouts 

7. Roll call vote 

8. Board’s response to the agency factors pursuant to A.R.S. § 41-2954, subsection D, clause 13 and 

subsection F 

 
 
*    On file with the Senate Resource Center, Chief Clerk, Arizona State Library, Archives and Public Records and House Research Staff 
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ARIZONA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Fifty-fourth Legislature - First Regular Session 

 

 

SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA 
 

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION* 
 

 

DATE Wednesday, January 16, 2019 ROOM HHR 1 TIME  3:00 P.M. or Upon Adj. of 
House Approps. Committee 

 

Members: 

 Ms. Barto Ms. Cobb Mr. Shope 

 Mr. Biasiucci Mr. Lieberman Ms. Townsend 

 Mrs. Blanc Ms. Pawlik Mr. Fillmore, Vice-Chairman 

 Mr. Bolding Ms. Peten Mrs. Udall, Chairman 

 Mr. Carroll 

 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

1. Call to Order 

2. Roll Call 

3. Sunset Review of the Arizona Commission for Postsecondary Education (ACPE) 

• Presentation by the Auditor General 

• Response from ACPE 

• Public Testimony 

• Discussion and Recommendations by the Committee of Reference 

4. Adjourn 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* The Education Committee may be performing functions of a Committee of Reference pursuant to A.R.S. 41-2954 

 

 

jod 

1/10/19 

 

People with disabilities may request reasonable accommodations such as interpreters, alternative formats, or 

assistance with physical accessibility.  If you require accommodations, please contact the Chief Clerk's Office at 

(602) 926-3032 or through Arizona Relay Service 7-1-1. 
















































